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Following 2008’s sell-out exhibition, Proud Camden is pleased to present Withnail & Me: The Finale. Taken by 
photographer Murray Close, from Camden to Cumbria, this collection of iconic shots and selected unseen prints make 
up a true celebration of the 60s cult classic ‘Withnail & I’.  
 
In Bruce Robinson’s devilishly quotable and quaffable classic, unemployed actors Withnail and Marwood (Richard E 
Grant and Paul McGann) decide to leave their squalid Camden flat for an idyllic holiday in the countryside, courtesy of 
Withnail's uncle Monty's country cottage. However, their plans for a period of relaxation and indulgence are thwarted, by 
their inability to cope with ghastly weather, frosty locals and the advances of Monty himself. 
 
First call for the world’s most influential film makers and directors, Murray Close was invited to shoot the cast and crew 
during filming in 1986. The resulting images are a joyous and revealing collection; single shots astutely summarising the 
weight and comedy of popular skits, and familiar characters caught off camera between scenes. Revisit the pair’s fateful 
trip to the Penrith tea rooms, Uncle Monty’s sermon on “flora or fauna” and Withnail’s dramatic culinary attempts in the 
woods with little more than a pair of underpants and a rifle.  
 
Over twenty five years since ‘Withnail & I’ first graced our cinema screens and following the sad passing of actor Richard 
Griffiths (Withnail’s infamous Uncle Monty), Proud Camden pays tribute to the script, the actors and the photographer 
behind one of the most iconic films of the 20th century. 
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Murray Close 

Internationally renowned photographer Murray Close began his film career working on Stanley Kubrick's ‘The Shining’. 
 
With this introduction he quickly made a name for himself and went on to be first call for the world's most influential film-
makers, creating some of cinema's most iconic images. Iconic images of ‘Mission: Impossible’, ‘Indiana Jones’, three 
‘Harry Potter’ films, ‘Jurassic Park’, ‘Batman’, several Clint Eastwood movies, a number of Clive Barker horror movies, 
‘Hope and Glory’ and ‘Withnail and I’ were all taken by Murray. During the mid 1970s he expanded his photographic 
skills to capture some of the great names from the emerging music scene whilst continuing to forge strong links with the 
film community. 
 
Being Spielberg and Eastwood's photographer in Europe it was clear that new frontiers had to be conquered and he 
moved from England to Los Angeles in 1991. It was here that he set up his studio and fine tuned his love of portraiture. 
In 2001 Close felt it was time to up root again and this time he set up his studio in Prague, a city he first visited in 1983. 
In Prague he also designed and established a film laboratory specializing in providing services to movies shooting on 
location in central Europe. 
 
An approach from Warner Bros gave him the opportunity to shoot 3 Harry Potter movies and it was in this period that he 
set up a complete digital 'in house' facility for 'Harry Potter and The Goblet Of Fire'. He was quick to embrace the new 
world of digital photography but is quick to add that he often returns to one of his great camera love affairs, the Fuji 680 
and the Hasselblad Xpan, both firmly rooted in 'the old school' ways. 
 
In 2007 he was asked by the Camerimage Film festival in Poland to shoot portraits of the visiting Cinematographers and 
returned to London to open his acclaimed exhibition of seldom seen art from 'Withnail and I' celebrating the film's 20th 
Anniversary at London's BFI in conjunction with a Radio 4 documentary, 'The Reunion'. 
 
Proud Galleries (with galleries in Chelsea and Camden) began their representation of Close in 2009 with 2 hit exhibitions 
in 2009 and 2010. 

 

Proud Galleries 

Proud Galleries was launched in Autumn 1998. Its ethos? To bring the very best in high quality photography to the 
mainstream market.  Proud instantly took the photography world by storm and quickly grew into Europe’s most popular 
private photography gallery. 
 
Today the Proud brand runs one of the most visited destinations in London.  Three galleries, two live music venues and 
three Cabaret clubs across central London have cemented its success and in a harsh economic climate, Proud 
continues to expand. 
 
Never failing to exhibit the work of the world’s best photographers, Proud has hosted shows by everyone from Terry 
O’Neill to Jerry Schatzberg, Gered Mankowitz to Ken Russell.  With star-studded launch parties and some of the best 
press coverage in the country, the unique Proud formula has situated the company at the very top of its game. 
 
 
 
FOR FURTHER EXHIBITION INFORMATION, SERIAL RIGHTS / USE OF PICTURES/ INTERVIEW OPPORTUNITIES 

CONTACT: 
Amelia Maigrot:  +44(0) 20 7839 4942 | amelia@proudgalleries.co.uk | www.proud.co.uk 

 

Dates        20th June – 1st September  2013 
 
Launch     Wednesday 20th June 2013 
 
Times       Monday to Sunday: 11am – 5pm            

 Entry        Free 
        

 
 
Address  
 
 
  
 
Website 
Interviews  

    The Horse Hospital 
    Stables Market  
    Chalk Farm Road 
     London 
     NW1 8AH 
     www.proud.co.uk 
     Details upon request. 

mailto:amelia@proudgalleries.co.uk
http://www.proud.co.uk/


 

 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 Any objection to these terms and conditions is to be made in writing to Amelia Maigrot of Proud Galleries within five 
(5) days of receipt of this submission memo. 
 

 As the recipient you agree to indemnify Proud Galleries with respect to any claims or damages or any loss or costs 
arising in any manner from the reproduction, without proper reduction rights of any picture supplied to you by Proud 
Galleries. 
 

 While Proud Galleries takes all reasonable care in the performance of this agreement generally Proud Galleries 
shall not be liable for any loss or damage suffered by the recipient or by any third party arising from the use or 
reproduction of any material. 
 

 In case of printed publications, two copies of the relevant pages containing any material supplied are to be furnished 
free of charge within two weeks. 
 

ACCREDITATION 

 Unless otherwise agreed in writing if any material reproduced by the media omits the copyright/accreditation notice 
relating to the material and specified by Proud Galleries, reproduction fee of £1000 shall be administered per image 
 

Copyright 

 All copyright remains with the Photographer/Collector 

 Photo by-lines for each photographer with copyright symbol must run adjacent to any images thus: 
© Photographer’s/Collector’s name; year. 

 

Editorial 

 The name and date of exhibition/event/fair must be credited at the beginning of any editorial 

 Full details on the photographers and Proud Galleries must be summarised below any images or at the end of any 
editorial including: 
Sponsor’s Name; Photographer’s/Collectors Name/Title; Address; Dates; Contact – Phone & Website. Any    eminence 

of these details will incur a reproduction fee per image. 

USE OF IMAGES 

 All usage of pictures must be first approved in writing by Amelia Maigrot of Proud Galleries 

 A maximum of 2 free press images can be used per piece of coverage 

 All pictures must be used within two (2) weeks of receipt 

 Material shall not be copied or loaned, and no use whatsoever shall be made of it by the recipient without the written 
consent of Proud Galleries. 

 Save for the purpose of production for the license due photographs may not be stored in any electronic medium 
without the written permission of Proud Galleries 

 Material shall not be altered, added to, have any part deleted or otherwise manipulated without the written 
consent of Proud Galleries.  


